Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 21, 2022
10:00 A.M.
(You are invited to a time of quiet preparation for worship during the Prelude.)

Prelude

Prelude in F-major

J. S. Bach

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Informal Moments
This is the day the Lord has made… Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
Musical Introit

Jesus Loves the Little Children/
Oh, How I Love Jesus

arr. Joel Pierce

Call to Worship
One: Our God knows us intimately.
Many: God, you knew us before we knew us before we knew ourselves.
One: Our God meets us in every moment.
Many: Holy God, you know us better than we know ourselves.
One: Our God redeems, sanctifies, inspires, and delivers.
Many: Holy God, speak wisdom, truth, and love through us.
*Gathering Hymn

Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

No. 80

*Unison Prayer of Invocation
Blessed redeemer, we rejoice that you have called us forth to co-create this
amazing world with you. Bless our minds, our hands, and our intentions. Save us
from despair and strengthen our will to follow your guidance. We pray the power
of your eternal truth fill our hearts and flow from our lips. May we be vessels of
your love for all peoples. May your truth, power, and love always be evident in
us. Amen.
Instrumental Anthem
Scripture

Meditation in D-minor
Luke 13:10-17; Hebrews 12:22-28

Joel Pierce
Reader: Deb Olson

Morning Message
*Hymn

“Unshakable”

Rev. Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken

I Love to Tell the Story

No. 360

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Offering Invitation
Offertory Music

Prelude in A-minor

*Doxology

J. S. Bach
No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*Blessing for the Offering:
Gracious giver of all good things, receive these gifts in the joy in which we bring
them. May they bless your church universally, our community and our world.
May we always take joy in giving, that we might share your bounty. Amen.
*Closing Hymn
*Benediction

Forward Through the Ages

No. 482

Sung Benediction

Postlude

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Carillon

Louis Vierne

*All who are able may stand.

Those serving you today:
Bell Ringer: Tom Kovarik
Ushers: Judith Sutter and Martha Speed
Flowers: Linda Wallace
Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken
Organist: Joel Pierce
Sexton: Mary McKinney

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A-7314.

First Congregational Church
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Wiscasset, Maine 04578
(207) 882-7544
www.uccwiscasset.org

We welcome you to the First Congregational Church of Wiscasset.
We are an open and affirming congregation and are open theologically,
growing spiritually, and concerned socially.

August 21, 2022

Coming Up This Week:

Monday, August 22, Game Night 6:00 - 8:30 pm
Sunday, August 28: Worship 10am
Book Discussion Group
Mark your calendars for Thursday afternoons in August for an in-person discussion of
The Good Life: Where Morality & Spirituality Converge by Richard Gula (1999,
Paulist Press). We’ll meet at 1:30 p.m. in the parlor for rich, informal conversation
about our lives as children of God. Bring a beverage and a friend! Facilitated by Rev.
Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken, revlignitzharken@gmail.com. Please e-mail Amy to learn
more, or to say you’ll be coming.
Supporting the Ministry of our Church
Thank you for your continued support in sustaining our ministries Offerings can be
mailed to the church at: First Congregational Church, P.O. Box 350, Wiscasset, ME
04578. Thank you!

Luke 13:10-17
10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath.
11 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled
her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight.
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set
free from your ailment."
13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and
began praising God.
14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on
the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work

ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath
day."
15 But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it
away to give it water?
16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound
for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?"
17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
Hebrews 12:22-28
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not
escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much
less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven!
26 At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet
once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven."
27 This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of what is shaken-that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let
us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe;
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