5th Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022
10:00 A.M.
(You are invited to a time of quiet preparation for worship during the Prelude.)

Prelude
Amber Waves of Grain
Jeanne Cotter
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Informal Moments
This is the day the Lord has made… Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
Musical Introit

Cloudmaker

Jeanne Cotter

Call to Worship
One: Celebrate our God, from the plains to the mountains!
Many: Celebrate our God, from the waters and hills.
One: Sing to our God who designed creation.
Many: Fill the air with song to the One who painted the world with love.
One: Let us praise our God, the author of grace.
Many: Let us worship our God, the composer of joy. Amen.
*Gathering Hymn

Come, Thou Almighty King

No. 9

*Unison Prayer of Invocation

Spirit of Joy, we come to this time knowing your presence dwells with us at all
times. We celebrate your name, your grace, your love in this space. We proclaim
our excitement that together we glorify your name through sharing your love.
May today be the start of a new chapter of our love for you and our love for our
neighbors. Amen.
Choral Anthem
Scripture
Morning Message
*Hymn

Lead Me, Lord
Acts 11:1-18

Samuel Wesley
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Rev. Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken
The Gift of Love

No. 68

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Offering Invitation
Offertory Music
*Doxology

Wild Roses

Jeanne Cotter
No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*Blessing for the Offering:
Loving God, we glorify you by sharing our gifts of love with this community. We
celebrate your presence by caring for your creation. May these offerings today nourish
a world craving more love, peace, justice, and hope. Amen
*Closing Hymn

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

No. 353

*Benediction
Sung Benediction

Postlude

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Mighty River

*All who are able may stand.

Jeanne Cotter

Those serving you today:
Bell Ringer: Brad Adler
Ushers:Ann Dunlevy
Reader:
Flowers: Ronald Sanchez
Coffee Hour: Nominating Committee
Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Amy Lignitz Harken
Organist: Joel Pierce
Office Administrator: Angela Richards
Sexton: Mary McKinney

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license # A-7314.

Coming Up This Week:

Sunday May 15th: St. Philip’s Open House 2-4pm
Sunday May 15th: Habitat for Humanity Walk 1-3pm
Sunday, May 15th: Bible Study via Zoom at 4 pm
Monday May17th: Game night, 6-8:30 pm
Wednesday, May 18th: Organ Society Meeting, 9:30 am,
Wednesday, May 18th: Feed our Scholars -packing boxes, 10:30 am
Sunday, May 24th: Worship 10am
Sunday May 24th: Bible Study via Zoom at 4 pm

Supporting the Ministry of our Church
Thank you for your continued support in sustaining our ministries! Offerings can be mailed to
the church at: First Congregational Church, P.O. Box 350, Wiscasset, ME 04578. Thank you!
Sign-Up Online to Support our Worship Experience!
Please sign up to usher, read scripture, or provide flowers for our worship. You can sign up
online at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c48aea82aa3f8ce9-church or by calling the
church office at 207-882-7544. Please sign up by 9am on Thursday.
Current In-Person Worship Protocol: Masks are required. Lincoln County is

Currently “High Risk”
The church’s Office Administrator, Angie Richards, has announced she is departing
her position in order to accept another important opportunity. She is resigning from
both her position here at First Congregational Church and at St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church. Her final day at FCCW will be May 19. We are sad to see Angie go but wish
her the best in all things. The church is seeking to fill the position of office
administrator as soon as a suitable candidate is found.

Acts 11:1-18
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God.
2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him,
3 saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?"
4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying,
5 "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me.
6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air.
7 I also heard a voice saying to me, "Get up, Peter; kill and eat.'
8 But I replied, "By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.'
9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, "What God has made clean, you
must not call profane.'
10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.
11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were.
12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house.
13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, "Send to
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter;
14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.'
15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning.
16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, "John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'
17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?"
18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."
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