
 
We welcome you to the First Congregational Church of Wiscasset whether 

present in the sanctuary, joining us on streaming video, or watching our service in 

the future.  

VISION: We are on a journey to reflect God’s love, embracing diversity and 

affirming the dignity and worth of all. 

MISSION: Together we strive to praise God, grow in faith, cultivate love, spread 

joy, care for all people and God’s creation, promote peace, and do justice.  

We welcome all to our worship service.  
 

October 18, 2026 

First Congregational Church UCC 

PO Box 350, 28 High Street, Wiscasset, ME 04578 

Minister and Teacher: Rev. John Hogue 

revjohnwiscassetucc@gmail.com 

 Pastoral Care – 207 955-0055 

Music Director: Bradley T. Krueger 

Sexton: Mary McKinney 

Office Administrator: Hilary Atwood  

Church Office Email – fccw@myfairpoint.net                                                              

Church Office Phone – 207 882-7544 

Church Website –  www.uccwiscasset.org 

mailto:fccw@myfairpoint.net


TWENTY-FIRST  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
 

Spiritual Contemplation Quotes for the week: “Faith is the strength by which a 

shattered world shall emerge into the light.”  Helen Keller  

PRELUDE                                  ‘Prelude on “Pleading Savior”’                 Lani Smith                                      
 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INTROIT                ‘Salisbury Introit’ (Service Music from Salisbury)     Mark Patterson 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

GATHERING 

L: We gather in the name of God, who calls us into a community of faith, hope, and love. 

P: We come with grateful hearts, seeking to grow in faith and abound in love. 

 L: Paul gave thanks for the people of Thessalonica because their faith was active, their 

love was laboring, and their hope was enduring. 

P: May our faith be more than words, our love more than good intentions, and our 

hope stronger than our fears.  

L: In a world weary from division, uncertainty, and indifference, God calls us to be a 

people of encouragement and compassion. 

P: May our lives reflect the grace of Christ and bring hope to our neighbors. Leader: 

Come, let us worship the God who calls us, strengthens us, and sends us into the world.  

All: We worship with joy, we listen with open hearts, and we go forth ready to serve. 

Amen.  

      OPENING HYMN      ‘Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing’        Red Hymnal No.407  
 

OPENING INVOCATION TO PRAYER  
 

CHORAL ANTHEM                               ‘Be Thou My Vision’                     Peter Paul Olejar 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS: After each Joy or Concern, please respond:  

Pastor:  “God,”  Congregation: “Hear our prayer.” 
 

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE                  ‘Let Peace Prevail on Earth’ 



Global Mission Partner Prayer: Democratic Republic of Congo (Page 4) 

MORNING PRAYER AND SILENT MOMENTS FOR PERSONAL PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (The words are printed on the inside the back of the red hymnal)  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:           I Thess 1:1-10 Salutation The Word (New Revised 

Standard Version, Anglicised)  

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. The Thessalonians’ Faith and 

Example  We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 

prayers, constantly  remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 

labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, 

brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,  because our message 

of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 

and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of people we proved to be 

among you for your sake.  And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in 

spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so 

that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For 

the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but in every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 

need to speak about it.  For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 

living and true God,  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  

L: The Word of God. 

P: THANKS BE to GOD.  
 

*   HYMN                        ‘My Hope is Built On Nothing Less’       Black Hymnal No.403   
 

SERMON               ‘More Essential than L. L. Bean Boots: Dressing our Souls’ 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

     OFFERTORY            ‘Variations on a Theme by Chopin, VIII’         Federico Mompou 

DOXOLOGY    



 

DEDICATION PRAYER  
 

SENDING  
 

*   CLOSING HYMN                ‘Our God Our Help in Ages Past’        Red Hymnal No.80   
                 

BENEDICTION    

BENEDICTORY RESPONSES   Go Now In Peace (The words are printed in the inside 

of the back of the red Hymnal)  

POSTLUDE                                      ‘Grand March’                                 Jason W. Krug  
 

        You are invited to sit for the postlude. 

*     *     *     *     *      *     *     *     *     *     *      *     *     *     *     *  

“Our worship ends, let our service begin” 

 Music Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

731481. All rights reserved. 
 

Those serving you today:                             

Usher: Cindy Clement     

Reader: Becky Lenz 

Flowers:  Ron Sanchez 

Online Streaming: Tom Clement  
 

Please join us for fellowship, coffee or tea, and refreshments in Fellowship Hall 

following worship.  
 

Happy October Birthdays to Zoe Bigley, Thomas Cramer, Anne Crispin,  

Judi Coombe, Raegan Eddy, Carol Peck and Greg Shaw  
 

Global Mission Partner this week: Democratic Republic of Congo  

What began in 1959 as a small theological seminary with just three students has 

grown into one of the largest Protestant-affiliated universities in the world. Today, 

Université Protestante au Congo (UPC) in Kinshasa welcomes nearly 10,000 

students and offers programs in fields including business, law, medicine, and 

theology. UPC is affiliated with the United Church of Christ in the Congo, its 

student body reflects the rich religious diversity of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. 



         Announcements  

Today Sunday October 18 – We welcome Bradley as our musical director! 

                                                 Worship & Music meeting after church                       

October 19 - Council meeting 6:30pm 

October 20 - Rev. John Yale online class 12:00-2:00pm 

October 24 – Helping Hands Heating Homes Event Spaghetti Dinner & Auction  

October 25 – Potluck! The last Sunday of every month! Make your favorite dish to share and 

enjoy the company of one another in church!!  

October 28 – The Organ Society Monthly Meet-up 

“If I were a character from the Funny Pages or literature, who would I be?” Come join the sharing 

at 9:30am  

The FCCW youth group is sending cards to Boston Children's Hospital in honor of Childhood 

Cancer Awareness. If you would like to include a card or two for a child battling cancer, please 

have them to the church office by Sunday October 25th. The cards will be sent out on Monday the 

26th.  

November 1 is our All Saints Sunday. We will uplift family and friends who have passed from 

Oct. 31 2025 to the present moment . Please submit the names to be remembered and honored to the 

church office via email or in person. I have some names tallied from the congregational prayer book 

as well. We will announce their name as the bell is tolled and light a candle in their honor. 

Coming Up This Week 

     Monday, October 19 

 Rev. John’s Office Hours 9:00am-12:00pm 

 Office Hours 9:30am – 1:30pm 

Mah Jongg 3:00pm – 5:30pm 

Council meeting 6:30 

     Tuesday, October 20  

 Rev. John’s Office Hours 9:00am-12:00pm 

 Office Hours 9:30am – 1:30pm 

 SVC Practice 6:30pm 

     Wednesday, October 21 

 Rev. John’s Office Hours 9:00am-12:00pm   

 Organ Society meeting 9:30am 

 Office Hours 10:00am – 2:00pm 

 Feed Our Scholars 11:00am 

Thursday, October 22  

 Office Hours 9:30-1:30pm 

FCCW choir rehearsals 4:00pm 

Saturday, October 24 

 Helping Hands Heating Homes Event at St. Patrick’s Newcastle 5:30pm  

     Sunday, October 25 

 Sunday Worship 10:00am 

 Potluck Lunch in Fellowship Hall following worship  

             Cards for Boston Children’s Hospital turn into church office 
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